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Challenges and 
Opportunities



Share!
What has 
been the 
biggest 
reading 

challenge for 
your 

students?

Tell us on 
the chat!

#readingchallenge



Share!
How do you 
encourage 

autonomous 
reading in 

your 
classroom?

Tell us on 
the chat!

#autonomy



Share!
Share one 

question you 
expect us to 

answer today!

Tell us on 
the chat!

#myquestion



3 Teaching 
Techniques



Thinking Box

Tip



1

2

3

Choose wisely 

Scaffold your reading

Collaborate to connect!



How do we read?

.. and what IS autonomous 
reading?



How do we read?

Decode letters

Understand words

Make sense of 
sentences 

We think critically 
and form opinions 
on the text



Why do we read?
Different types of reading

Intensive Extensive

Reading for 
an 

assignment 
(short texts)

Reading for 
pleasure 

(books and 
novels)



Different types of reading
Intensive Extensive

Improves:

Critical thinking
Vocabulary
Grammar
Analytical skills
Reading skills

Improves:

Reading fluency
Vocabulary



Intensive Extensive



Autonomous reading refers to engaging 
in reading activities for their own 

enjoyment or because of their perceived 
personal significance.



Technique 1
Choose wisely

Find an age and 
level-appropriate 

text



How do you 
choose texts?

What kind of 
reading materials 

do you use?

Choose wisely 

Thinking Box

#choosewisely



Level of familiarityWants and 
interests

New language, new 
reading skills and or 
content knowledge?

Effect 

Motivation
Difficulty

Feelings
Language 

acquisition

Reading as a 
multidimensional activityChoose wisely 



Motivation for reading

Text difficulty 

01

02

Choose wisely 



Motivation and interests

Intrinsic motivation
1

2

3

Self-concept and value of reading

Differences between boys and girl  
(starting at 3rd grade)

Choice
Students who can choose even between 
small tasks or texts are more motivated

Read aloud and discussion
Students read more actively and are more 

motivated

Choose wisely 



How can I let my students choose if:

.. I have to follow a curriculum?
…there are certain learning goals we need to 

reach?

Choose wisely 



Interest Center
Theme: 

Sustainability

Sub-theme: Fast 
fashion

Brainstorm topics 
of interest with 
your students!

Suggested English Curriculum–11th GradeChoose wisely 

Tip



Production in 
fast fashion

PollutionChild labour 

Teacher suggests

Students suggest

Develop individual interests within the big themeChoose wisely 

Tip



Level of difficulty

Can you read this?

Choose wisely 



This is how our students feel 
when they do not know the 

vocabulary.



Frustration level

Instruction level

Independent level



Frustration level

Instruction level

Independent level No more than approximately 1 
difficult word in 20 words. More 

than 90% comprehension

No more than approximately 1 in 10 
words is difficult. Instructional support 

needed.  85 percent correct word 
recognition with at least 75 percent 

comprehension

More  than 1 in 10 words difficult 
for the reader; less than 85 percent 
of the words are recognized or with 

50% comprehension. No  
background or language 

knowledge.



Instruction level

Independent level
To read 

autonomously, 
students should 
have a text that 

is at one of 
these two 

levels. 

A minimum of 85% of the words 
should be familiar!



http://www.roadtogrammar.com/textanalysis/

Choose wisely 

Tip



http://www.roadtogrammar.com/textanalysis/

Choose wisely 

Replace all difficult words with 
they A1-B1 synonyms

Make sure that sentences have 
no more than 12 words.

Choose wisely 

Tip

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1rA7YlDi6J7PGAHwtwelffyIUPQRRXg_r/preview


Technique 2
Scaffold reading 

skills



Photo by SevenStorm 

Scaffolding

Providing temporary support 
until someone or something 
is ready to stand on its 

own.

Scaffold your reading



Photo by SevenStorm 

Scaffolding in reading

Providing temporary support until 
students are ready to read on 
their own-until they do not have 
language or reading problems at 

a certain level.

Scaffold your reading



Thinking Box

Think of your students:
Which language or reading 

problems should we scaffold 
for ?

#Iscaffoldfor



Language Skills:
Lack of vocabulary
Difficult grammar
Long sentences

Language 
Problems

Reading 
Problems

Reading Skills:
Purpose of the text

Main ideas
Inferences

Content 
Problems

Content Knowledge:
Schemata/Prior Knowledge

Scaffold your reading



“Students should read actively. When they’re reading 
for information, they need to have tasks that focus 
their attention on the content. 

In time, these tasks will become habits.” 
Jeremy Harmer 

Scaffold your reading



Language 
Problems

Pre-reading activities:
Pre-teach Vocabulary

Matching 
definitions and 

words

Games (Kahoot or 
others)

Crosswords

Scaffold your reading
Tip

#
#


Best ways to pre-teach vocabulary

Roll a die for vocabulary 
activities

Scaffold your reading
Tip



https://freeonlinedice.com/

Let’s try!
Tip



Scaffold your reading

Content 
problems

Pre-reading 
activities

Predicting Activating Prior 
Knowledge

Tip

#
#


Scaffold your reading

Reading 
problems

Pre, while and post 
reading activities

Skimming

Tip

#


Scaffold your reading

Reading 
problems

Pre, while and post 
reading activities

Scanning

Tip

#


Scaffold your reading

Reading 
problems

Post reading 
activities

Extension activities:
Discussion

Extension activities:
Writing

Tip

#
#


Thinking Box

How can scaffolding help to 
encourage autonomous 

reading?



1 2 3
Remove scaffolding once 
you have created a habit 
and self-confidence in 

students

Ask students to bring their 
reading choices to school: 
Instead of Conversation 

clubs- organize Book clubs

Scaffold reading in 
the classroom to 

support autonomy



I

Fun name for a book club

Let students choose their 
readings

Celebrate  best  reading experiences
03

02

01

Make reading an experience

Tip



A book a minute

One minute to convince their best friend to 
fall in love with a book.

Tip



Last Thursday, 
of the month, ask 
students to share 
what they read.

Find graded 
readers  in your 
school or online.

Tip

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1bz-ws3WTWmRi_jl4935a8cfgoTxzNZYH/preview


Technique 3
Collaborate to 

connect 



Collaborate to connect!

Reading is a 
receptive skill, so is 

reading passive?

Thinking Box

#myths



Meaning

Text

Reader

Getting 
meaning from 
the text



Struggling readers are passive experience. 

They read the words and expect the meaning 
will reveal itself if they read enough words.



Meaning
we get

Text

Reader

Getting 
meaning from 
the text Information 

we miss



Autonomous readers read with questions in 
mind-even in a foreign language.  

Collaborate to connect!



Curiosity



Passively 
waiting to 
be asked…



5

4

3

1

2

Ask questions in class

Train in reading strategies

Assign guided reading at 
home

Vocabulary acquisition for 
life

Ask students to choose what 
to read autonomously

Learning to learn 
and learning to 

read



How to develop questioning skills in 
students? 

Train them to ask questions-until they 
develop a habit.

Game: 
What’s in 
my bag?

Tip



How to develop questioning skills in 
students? 

Is it a wallet?

Is it a notebook?X

Tip



How to develop questioning skills in 
students? 

What do you use it for?

What color is it?

You understand better when you ask better 
questions.

Tip



Purpose for 
autonomous reading 

Students prepare questions for 
autonomous reading

Tip

#


Pre, while and post 
reading activities

Active reading

Note taking while 
reading aloud

Graphic organizers in 
pairs or groups 

Collaborate to connect!

Tip

#


Jigsaw Reading 
activities

Divide the class in 4 groups

Collaborate to connect!

Each group reads one part of the 
text at home

Ask them to share and build the 
summary in class

Tip

#
#
#


Digging meaning

Being curious 



Transferring strategies

 L1         L2  

Mastering reading skills 
to become autonomous 

readers



Action Steps



Action Step 1

Talk to your 
students

Ask your students what they like to 
read about and use Road to 

Grammar to check the difficulty

01

#
#


Thinking Box

Which topics would interest your 
students?



Action Step 2

Think about which problem your 
students have and what you 
expect them to get from the 
reading.

Reading, language or content: and 
create activities  for pre-, during, and 

post.

02

#
#


Thinking Box What will you focus on in your 
next reading activity (language 

or reading skills)?

In which part of the reading 
material would you address it?



Action Step 3

Create collaborative or 
autonomous reading activities 
such as Jigsaw or Questioning

Make reading active

03

#
#


Thinking Box Which of the activities 
mentioned would help enhance 
autonomous reading in your 

students?
Any others you wish to share?

#sharingiscaring



Collaborate to connect

Scaffold reading skills

Choose wisely!

How to enhance
reading skills in 
teens through 
autonomous 

work?

Big 
question

Train students in questioning 
and organize a Book club 

Introduce graphic organizers 
and collaborative reading

Autonomous 
Reading

Collaborative  
reading

Extension activities: discussions, 
opinions, reading comprehension

Read actively

Post

During

Check the text difficulty

Age

Level

Pre
Pre-teach vocabulary

Raise interest

Find texts that motivate students



Did we answer the question 
you had at the beginning?

If not, we are all ears!

#myquestion




